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DUE PROCESS FOR SUSPENSIONS 
 

1. PRINCIPAL/STUDENT CONFERENCE 
 

The principal has the authority to suspend a student for a specified period of time in accordance 

with Board policy and state law. 

 

Prior to any suspension, the principal or his/her designee, will advise the student of the alleged 

misconduct and give the student an opportunity to tell his/her side of the story.  The initial 

meeting is between the student and principal or administrator.  Parents will not receive prior 

notice of this meeting. 

 

2. PARENT CONFERENCE 
 

The principal/designee will contact the parent to notify them of the suspension and establish a 

date and time for a conference with the principal or designee as a requirement for the student’s 

readmission to school.  The parent will be contacted by telephone at the number shown on the 

student’s emergency card, or by sending a certified letter to the address shown on the student’s 

emergency card.  Absent extenuating circumstances, the conference should take place no more 

than three days after the suspension.   

 

3. SUSPENSION HEARING 
 

A parent has the right to appeal to the Superintendent or his/her designee by contacting the 

Student Services Department within five (5) school days of the principal/designee’s decision to 

suspend.  The Superintendent or his/her designee will conduct a hearing on the merits. 

 

The student may be represented at the hearing by any person of his/her choice, may present 

evidence, including witnesses, and question witnesses presented on behalf of the 

administration.  The principal and/or concerned teacher may also attend and be heard.  Student 

witnesses must have parental consent.  Each party shall be responsible for securing parental 

consent forms for any student witness called to testify on that party’s behalf.   

 

All factual evidence shall be presented at this hearing.  Unless the basis for the suspension is 

“habitual violation of school rules,” only evidence pertaining to the current suspension shall be 

relevant to the hearing. 

 

After both sides have been heard, the hearing officer will make a decision.  Notice of the 

decision will be mailed to the parent within three (3) days. The principal will also be notified of 

the hearing officer’s decision. 

 

If the parent is not present at the hearing after being properly notified, the hearing may proceed 

and the results of the hearing shall be mailed to the parent as noted above. 

 

The decision of the hearing officer on the merits of the case, as well as the term of the 

suspension, shall be final. 


